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DESCRABE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Estey Hall is an impressive Victorian institutional building set among
large trees on the Shaw University campus. The large brick structure is
four stories high beneath a cross-gable roof capped by a frame cupola. The
wide overhang of the roof is accented by a bracketed cornice that returns
into each gable. This pattern is repeated in the cross-gable roof of the
large rectangular cupola which has patterned shingled wall surfaces and
arched windows. The west and east gable ends are three bays wide with the
central bay having double windows and a first-floor entrance. The north
and south facades are seven bays wide. The central bay of the north ele-
vation, possibly once the main facade, has had alterations at all five
levels. The segmental-arched openings throughout are elaborately framed
with heavy, arched, shouldered surrounds of stuccoed brick. Also of
stuccoed brick are the quoins that define each corner of the building.
Much of the architectural character of the building derives from the bold
design of these elements and the strong contrast of the off-white stucco
against the red brick walls.

At the west side sheltering the entrance is a three-story full-width
porch with a turned balustrade and spindle friezes at gach level. Adjoin-
ing the south facade of the main building is a three-story brick addition,
three bays wide and six bays long; a later nineteenth century construction,
it repeats the quoins and window treatment of the main block. A modern
brick stair tower is attached to the south endM\ The interior has been
altered over the years and is in deteriorated condition; its complete
renovation is planned. A
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Estey Hall is a major landmark of south Raleigh, a handsome and
imposing Victorian institutional building whose bold ornament complements
1ts large scaleN\ As the oldest surviving building of Shaw University,
it is one of the important monuments of North Carolina's black history
and 1s of particular significance in the history of the education of black
women. \\

Shaw University was chartered by the General Assembly in 1875, and
it was stipulated that " . . . no pupils should ever be excluded from the
benefits arising therefrom . . . on account of race, color, or previous
conditions of servitude." The establishment of such a school for the
aducation of former slaves and their children had been begun nearly a
decade before, when Henry Martin Tupper had begun teaching a small group
in a hotel room in Raleigh. The class grew and soon seventy-five students
were enrolled in a building provided by the Freedman's Bureau. By 1870,
property at the south end of the main street (Fayetteville Street) was
purchased, with $5,000 of the $13,000 donated by Elijah J. Shaw of

~ Massachusetts, for whom the new school was later named. It is said that
the students and faculty themselves dug the clay, molded the brick, and
felled the timber to erasct the first building.

Fairly early Shaw University began to admit women, and in 1873,
according to the school records, "Estey Seminary," as it was first called,
was erected to serve the women students. Jacob Estey of Brattlsboro,
Vermont, and George Morse of Putnam, Connecticut, were substantial con-
tributors toward the construction of the building. The 1874~1875 catalogud
of the school described Estey Hall in glowing terms:

Estey Hall: This is the finest School Building in the State, and
is the pride of the colored people of North Carolina, as it affords
facilities for the education of their daughters which cannot be
surpassed. It will accommodate about one hundred pupils, and the
large number of young ladies from the best families in the State,
during the first session, has proved the necessity and wisdom of
this undertaking. The school is destined to be a Fountain of Light,
and is earnestly hoped that some lover of female education will
amply endow this department of the school.
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Shaw University has continued to expand and develop in the century since
its founding. Many modern structures have been built on the campus, and for
a time it was thought that Estey Hall was to be demolished. It is currently
planned, however, to restore the exterior and to renovate completely the )
interior, adapting it to a new use to insure its preservation as the chief
historic landmark of the campus.
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9.

Waugh, Elizabeth Culbertson. North Carolina's Capital, Raleigh. Raleigh,
North Carolina: The Junior League of Raleigh, Inc., and the Raleigh
Historic Sites Commission, Inc., 1967.
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